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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The objective of this document is to provide a comprehensive observation report and analysis of 

the 2015 Nigerian General Elections. 

Figure 1.0 Map of Nigeria depicting all the states and Federal Capital Territory 

 

Nigeria is the most populous black 

nation on planet earth. As a result of 

this it plays a key role in the economic 

stability of sub-Saharan Africa. This is 

one of the reasons developments in 

Nigeria are keenly observed by the 

international community and other 

African Nations. 

 
Nigeria has had a checkered history 

with the conduct of free and fair 

elections since Independence in 1960. 

This has lead to an unstable democracy. 

As a result the nation has had several military governments and poor governance. 

 
However the 2011 General Elections were acclaimed as one of the freest and fairest in the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

history despite some obvious challenges. For example, violence greeted the end of the Presidential 

Election in some Northern states which cast a shadow on the overall perception of the election. 

 
The 2015 General elections were preceded by a high level of pre-election violence and apprehension 

amongst stakeholders. However as is discussed in this report, the actual election day and 

post-election day activities were largely peaceful. 

 
This document was written to report the observations made by the RMG/CCDI Accredited 

Observers and analyse the results of the Presidential election and make a general interpretation of 

the exercise so as to ascertain its credibility. The Team primarily focused its observations in the 

South-West Geopolitical Zone comprising of Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun and Oyo States. As a 

note of caution this document is nonpartisan and is not written in the interest of any 

political party or even the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). However it is 

intended to shed light on the 2015 General Elections objectively and showcase lapses and 

recognise achievements while providing suggestions for an improved process. 
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2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 

2.2 NIGERIA AT A GLANCE 
 

 
Nigeria, officially the Federal Republic of Nigeria is situated in the Western part of Africa.  Its 

coastal boundary is delimited by the Gulf of Guinea in the south and the land boundary is shared 

by Cameroon and Chad in the east, Niger in the north and Benin in the west. Abuja is bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ 

capital city and Lagos is its largest city. Nigeria covers a total area of 923,768 sq. km. making it the 

thirty second largest country of the world. It has a small coastline of 853 km in comparison to its 

total land boundary of 4047 km. The latitudinal and longitudinal extent of the country is 4° to 14°N 

and 2° to 15°E respectively. 

 
 

Approximately 50% of Nigerians are urban dwellers. At least 24 cities have populations of more 

than 100,000. The variety of customs, languages, and traditions among Nigeria's 389 ethnic groups 

gives the country a cultural diversity. Persons of different language backgrounds most commonly 

communicate in English, although knowledge of two or more Nigerian languages is widespread. 

Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo are the most widely used native Nigerian languages. 

 
 

Census figures are used to determine regional funding and representation of ethnic and religious 

groups in government service. The most numerous ethnic groups in the northern two-thirds of the 

country are the Hausa and the Fulbe/Fulani, the overwhelming majority of whom are Muslim. 

Other major ethnic groups of the north are the Nupe, Tiv, and Kanuri. The Yoruba people are the 

overwhelming majority in the southwest, as well as parts of the north-central region. Over half of 

the Yorubas are Christian and about 40% are Muslim, while the remainder holds traditional Yoruba 

views. The predominantly Christian Igbo are to be found in the central parts of the southeast. 

Roman Catholic is the largest denomination, but Pentecostal, Anglican and other Evangelical 

denominations are also strong. The Efik, Ibibio, Annang, and Ijaw constitute other South Eastern 

populations. 

 
 

The population of Nigeria represents 2.35 percent of the world´s total population which arguably 

means that one person in every 43 people on the planet is a resident of Nigeria. The total 

population in Nigeria was last recorded at 166.2 million people in 2012 from 45.2 million in 1960, 

changing 268 percent during the last 50 years. Population in Nigeria averaged 93.39 Million from 

1960 until 2012, reaching an all-time high of 166.21 Million in 2012 and a record low of 45.15 

Million in 1960. Population in Nigeria is reported by the National Bureau of Statistics, Nigeria. 
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Figure 2.1 Nigeria States by Population 
 

 

Source: Wikipedia 
 

 

Figure 2.2 Nigeria States by Population Density 
 

 

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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Nigeria has experienced a population explosion for at least the  last  50  years  due  to  very 

high fertility rates, quadrupling its population during this time. Growth was fastest in the 1980s, 

after child mortality had dropped sharply, and has slowed slightly since then as the birth rate has 

sunk slightly. According to the 2012 revision of the World Population Prospects the total 

population was 159,708,000 in 2010, compared to only 37,860,000 in 1950. The proportion of 

children below the age of 15 in 2010 was 44.0%, 53.2% was between 15 and 65 years of age, while 

2.7% was 65 years or older. 

 
 

 
Table 2.1 Total population of Nigeria and percentages of age groups from 1950-2010 

 
 

Year 
Total population 

(x 1000) 

Population aged 

0ς14 (%) 

Population aged 

15ς64 (%) 

Population aged 

65+ (%) 

1950 37, 860 41.7 55.3 3.0 

1955 41, 122 41.6 55.6 2.8 

1960 45, 212 41.6 55.6 2.8 

1965 50, 239 41.9 55.2 2.9 

1970 56, 132 42.6 54.6 2.8 

1975 63, 566 43.4 53.8 2.8 

1980 73, 698 44.0 53.2 2.8 

1985 83, 902 45.0 52.2 2.8 

1990 95, 617 44.9 52.3 2.9 

1995 108, 425 44.1 53.0 2.9 

2000 122, 877 43.5 53.7 2.8 

2005 139, 586 43.6 53.7 2.7 

2010 159, 708 44.0 53.2 2.7 

 

 

Source: Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_explosion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertility_rate
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Table 2.2 Gender distribution of Nigeria population 
 

 

Age group Population Male Female Percent 

0-14 58,736,297 30,462,148 28,274,149 41.83 

15-64 77,158,732 38,348,799 38,809,933 54.94 

65+ 4,536,761 2,534,541 2,002,220 3.23 
 

Source: Wikipedia 

Population growth rate: 2.54% (2013 est.) 
 
 

 
2.3 BRIEF HISTORY OF NIGERIA ELECTIONS 

 

 
Long before the creation of the entity called Nigeria, the various peoples that existed 

independently then had established their own indigenous systems of administration. There were 

recognized political entities such as the Benin Empire, Kanem Bornu Empire, Sokoto Caliphate, 

Oyo Empire, to mention a few. The Empires and Kingdoms had established contact with one 

another and with other peoples, through trading activities. 

 

Earlier in the 19th Century, the British had conquered the different parts of the present Nigeria at 

different times, and established control and authority over them. These areas were grouped into 

Protectorates namely Lagos, Niger Coast (also known as Oi1 River Protectorate), and the Northern 

Protectorate. For ease of administration and control, the Northern Protectorate,  and  the 

Southern Protectorate (made up of Lagos and Niger Coast) were amalgamated in 1914 by the 

British. Thus come into existence the country presently known as NIGERIA. 

 

Nigeria is a Federal Republic composed of 36 States, and a Capital Territory, with an elected 

President and a Bi-cameral Legislature. It operates the Presidential system of Government with 

three distinct but complementary arms namely the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary, 

each act as a check on the other two. 

Nigerian    elects     on     federal     level     a head     of     state (the President     of     Nigeria)    and 

a legislature (the National Assembly). The National Assembly has two chambers. The House of 

Representatives has 360 members, elected for  a  four-year  term  in  single-seat constituencies. 

The Senate has 109 members, elected for a four-year term: each of the 36 states are divided into 3 

senatorial districts, each of which is represented by one senator; the Federal Capital Territory is 

represented by only one senator. Nigeria has a total number of 774 Local Government Areas and a 

total number of 8,960 Registration Areas (Wards). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Nigeria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigerian_National_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bicameralism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigerian_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigerian_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constituency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigerian_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Nigeria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Capital_Territory%2C_Nigeria
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Since independence from Great Britain on October 1st, 1960, there have been a total of seven (7) 

Presidential elections held in Nigeria. However, the country has had a checkered experience with 

democracy until 1993. However since 1999, the country has held four Presidential elections 

successively. These elections may have had some level of irregularities, but it is worthy to note 

that democracy has not been truncated. This is positive for development in Nigeria because it has 

enabled the development of political structures; a virile opposition and the voices of the citizens 

are being heard more now in Nigeria than at any other time in our ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ history. Nigeria still 

remains economically underdeveloped but it is important to identify the political advancements in 

Nigeria over the last 14 years. These advancements however have not been felt by the common 

man since they have not been translated to socio-economic development which is the reason why 

many Nigerians will say there have been no dividends of democracy since 1999. However, the 

country has improved its political system and this has led to the successful execution of the 2011 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŎent history. For the first 

time opposition political parties in states have won judgments from courts and today the ruling 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ tŀǊǘȅ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ но ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ос ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘǎ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ since 

the PDP ascended power in 1999. 

It is clear to all Nigerians that the days of impunity in governance in Nigeria are fast coming to an 

end. The political space can no longer be monopolized by a few avaricious politicians. It is 

important to note that the level of participation by the citizenry in politics at all levels has 

skyrocketed which is evident in highly motivated citizen participation in the last few gubernatorial 

elections held in Nigeria in 2012. Some of these elections had large turnouts with electorate of all 

ages including the elderly in attendance. Voters in many cases waited till  results in their polling 

units were announced before they went home. Election results for the first time were released live 

on national television all through the night. All of these activities signal a positive direction for 

Nigeria and if the nation continues to develop politically at this rate it will be just a matter of time 

for full socio-economic development to set in. The Nigeria that is evolving is a Nigeria where 

politicians will not be able to foist themselves upon the people and as a result, non-performing 

governments will be given the boot by the citizens while others will be given the chance to 

coordinate the helms of affairs. Once it is clear to politicians that they cannot get into or remain in 

ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ the 

people what matters most to them. Socio-economic development is the major yearning of 

Nigerians who just want to live a better quality life while being able to afford the necessities of life 

and having access to working social amenities and durable infrastructure. 
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Table 2.3 showing results of Nigerian presidential elections from Independence till  2011 
 

S/N 

 
Date of 

Electio

n 

 
Total Reg. 

Voters 

 
Total Valid 

Votes 

 
Winning 

Candidate 

 
No of 

Votes 

% of Candidate 

votes to the 

Total Valid 

Votes 

 

Political Party 

 

Runner Up 

 

No of Votes 

% of Candidate 

votes to the 

Total Valid 

Votes 

 

Political Party 

1 11
th 

August 

1979 

48,633,782 16,846,633 Alhaji Shehu 

Shagari 

5,668, 857 33.60% National Party 

of Nigeria 

(NPN) 

Chief Obafemi 

Awolowo 

4,916, 651 29.20% Unity Party of 

Nigeria (UPN) 

2 6
th 

August 

1983 

65,304,818 25,430,096 Alhaji Shehu 

Shagari 

12,081,471 47.50% National Party 

of Nigeria 

(NPN) 

Chief Obafemi 

Awolowo 

7,907, 209 31.10% Unity Party of 

Nigeria (UPN) 

3 12
th 

June 

1993 

39,000,000 14,293,396 Bashorun 

Moshood 

Kashimawo 

Olawale Abiola 

8,341, 309 58.40% Social 

Democratic 

Party (SDP) 

Alhaji Bashir 

Othman Tofa 

5,952, 087 41.60% National 

Republican 

Convention 

(NRC) 

4 27th 

February 

1999 

57,938,945 29,848,441 Chief Olusegun 

Obasanjo 

18,738,154 62.80% People's 

Democratic 

Party (PDP) 

Chief Olu Falae 11,110, 287 37.20% Alliance for 

Democracy 

(AD) 

5 19
th 

April 

2003 

60,823,022 39,480,489 Chief Olusegun 

Obasanjo 

24,456,140 61.90% People's 

Democratic 

Party (PDP) 

Alhaji 

Muhammadu 

Buhari 

12,710, 022 32.20% All Nigeria 

People's Party 

(ANPP) 

6 21th April 

2007 

61,567,036 35,397,517 Alhaji Umaru 

Musa ̧ ŀǊΩ!Řǳŀ 

24,638,063 69.60% People's 

Democratic 

Party (PDP) 

Alhaji 

Muhammadu 

Buhari 

6,605, 299 18.70% All Nigeria 

People's Party 

(ANPP) 

7 16
th 

April 

2011 

73,528,040 38,209,978 Dr. Goodluck 

Ebele Jonathan 

22,495,187 58.90% People's 

Democratic 

Party (PDP) 

Alhaji 

Muhammadu 

Buhari 

12,214, 853 32.00% Congress for 

Progressive 

Change (CPC) 
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Nigeria has a multi-party system, with two or three strong parties and a third party that is 

electorally successful. However, members of the People's Democratic Party (PDP) have controlled 

the presidency since elections were resumed in 1999 until 2015 when Muhammadu Buhari won 

the presidential election. 

 

2.4 ELECTORAL STATISTICS 

Table 2.4 Electoral Statistics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Independent National Electoral Commission 

Item Quantity/Number 

Number of Wards 8,960 

Number of Polling Units 119, 973 

Number of LGAs 774 

Number of Senatorial Districts 109 

Number of Federal Constituencies 360 

Number of Registered Voters 68,833,476 

Number of PVCs collected as of 22nd March 2015 56,431,255 

Total Number of Accredited voters in 2015 Presidential Election 31,746,490 

Total Number of Valid Votes in 2015 Presidential Election 28,594, 680 

Total Number of Rejected Votes in 2015 Presidential Election 844,519 

Total Number of Votes Cast in 2015 Presidential Election 29,432,083 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_parties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Democratic_Party_(Nigeria)
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3.1 PRE-ELECTION OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

3.2 INCIDENCES OF PRE-ELECTION VIOLENCE 
 
 

One of the most critical pre-election observations is related to the numerous incidences of 

violence and protests, which occurred across the nation. ANNEXURE I has a detailed list of some 

of the incidences, which were tracked using available and public media. 

 

 
Figure 3.1 Map of Nigeria showing incidences of pre-election violence 

 

 

The map of Nigeria above summaries the incidences of pre-election violence and  protests 

tracked. Violence associated to the insurgency in the North-East is not considered here. It is clear 

that only Yobe and Kebbi States did not experience pre-election related violence. Eight states 

experienced just one tracked incidence of pre-election violence while nine states experienced at 

No Incidence 
 
1 Incidence 

 
2 Incidences 

 
3 and above incidences 
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least two incidences. However the majority of states (17) experienced three or more incidences of 

pre-election violence which is quite worrisome. 

It is clear that the geopolitical zones with the highest incidences of pre-election violence and 

protests were the South-West and South-East when considering the number of states with 3 or 

more tracked incidences. The high level of pre-election violence actually leads to great 

apprehension about the level of peace to be expected from the actual conduct of the elections 

and more critical post-election. 
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3.3 Posting of Resident Electoral Commissioners (RECs) 

The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) juggled the deployment of the 37 Resident 

Electoral Commissioners (RECs) in the last week of 2014. The major observation associated with 

this move was that RECs were assigned to states very close to their states of origin. The reason for 

this was not clearly explained by INEC and could give diverse connotations. However one key issue 

is that certain RECs with some level of controversy surrounding them were still posted in some 

cases to sensitive and volatile states. For example Oyo State had one of the highest levels of pre- 

election violence and the REC posting to Oyo was met with several protests. Another example is 

the REC for Rivers who observers and stakeholders remarked for a relative poor performance in 

the 2013 Delta Senatorial Re-run election. It may have proved more beneficial to deploy a less 

controversial REC to Rivers state considering that it is the state with the highest level of pre- 

election violence in terms of incidences and number of casualties. 

 

Figure 3.2 Map of Nigeria showing the deployment of Resident Electoral Commissioners (RECs) 

for the 2015 General Elections 

 

 

Source: Independent National Electoral Commission 
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3.4 Observation of Party Conventions and Primaries 
 
 

RIGHTS MONITORING GROUP AND CENTRE FOR CONVENTION ON DEMOCRATIC INTEGRITY 

LTD/GTE intended to observe the national conventions and party primaries of both the PDP 

and the APC. However, only the APC invited us with no remuneration. Below is a brief summary 

of The Third National Convention and Presidential Primary of the All Progressives Congress as 

observed by RMG/CCDI Team led by Mr .Olufemi Aduwo 

3.4.1 The Delegates 

The delegates to the All Progressive Congress (APC) third National Convention and Presidential 

Primary came from all the States in Nigeria. The delegates are registered members of the party. 

 

 

Delegates from different states of the country entering the stadium 
 

 

Delegates at the polling booth 
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Table 3.3 Number of delegates per state in the APC Third National Convention 
 

S/N STATE NUMBER OF DELEGATES 

1 Abia 124 

2 Adamawa 141 

3 Akwa Ibom 190 

4 Anambra 102 

5 Bauchi 149 

6 Bayelsa 96 

7 Benue 198 

8 Borno N/A 

9 Cross River 132 

10 Delta 152 

11 Ebonyi 120 

12 Edo N/A 

13 Ekiti 260 

14 Enugu 146 

15 FCT 56 

16 Gombe 106 

17 Imo 239 

18 Jigawa 212 

19 Kaduna 223 

20 Kano 405 

21 Katsina 225 

22 Kebbi 205 

23 Kogi 127 
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S/N STATE NUMBER OF DELEGATES 

24 Kwara N/A 

25 Lagos 330 

26 Nasarawa 141 

27 Niger N/A 

28 Ogun N/A 

29 Ondo 147 

30 Osun 281 

31 Oyo N/A 

33 Plateau 130 

33 Rivers N/A 

34 Sokoto N/A 

35 Taraba 298 

36 Yobe 161 

37 Zamfara N/A 

 
 

The total number of accredited delegates from the accreditation officials is 7,214. 
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3.4.2 Security 
 
 

The Nigerian Police Force and the Department of State Security were massively deployed to 

perform their duty at the election venue in the area of protecting the delegates, the aspirants and 

to also ensure that the election went on smoothly. 

The security agents are well stationed and organized. They did not give room to familiarity with 

the delegates. They were massively situated at the two main entrances of the stadium, at the 

accreditation booth as well as at various strategic locations within and outside the stadium. 

 

 

 
Mobile policemen guarding ballot boxes at the voting points 

 

There were about twenty polling booths, each one guarded by a mobile policeman. New mobile 

police men marched in periodically to take over from the old ones before the commencement of 

the casting of ballots. 

 

 

 
Mobile Policemen monitoring the ballot boxes 
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3.4.3 The Aspirants 
 
 

The aspirants contesting the presidential primary were all said to be qualified by the chairman of 

the electoral committee but only one of them would emerge winner. On the arrival of the 

aspirants to the election venue, they were all called out to give a 10 minutes speech each after 

their biographies had been read. They presented their speech in this order: 

¶ Atiku Abubakar 

¶ Muhammadu Buhari 

¶ Rabiu Kwankwaso 

¶ Sam Nda-Isaiah 

¶ Rochas Okorocha 
 

Soon after the ŀǎǇƛǊŀƴǘǎΩ speeches, they all signed an agreement saying ά!ŦǘŜǊ the election they 

ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀƴǘǎ comported 

themselves and made sure that there was proper conduct of the election. 

Aspirants identified themselves with the delegates on their arrival to the election venue by moving 

round the stadium waving their hands in greeting to the delegates who were mostly seated. 

 

 

Aspirant (Rochas Okorocha) after casting his vote 
 

 

 

Aspirant  (Muhammadu Buhari) going round to greet delegates at the venue 
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3.4.4 The Election 

The election started by 2:56am in the morning of 11th December, 2014 and started in an 

alphabetical order from Abia to Zamfara States. 
 

 

 

Delegates on a queue to cast their ballots 
 

During the course of the election, Abia State delegates complained that they were not given 

ΨŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘΩ ǘŀƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜrs card which is an 

alternative, so the Chairman permitted them to cast their votes. 

At about 5am in the morning, The Delta State delegates were called out to cast their votes. They 

had the same problem the Abia state delegates had but the Chairman disallowed them to vote. 

The Delta state delegates began to fight by throwing bottles and scattered the electoral officials 

tables. It was settled and they were all permitted to vote. 
 

 

 

Delta State delegates fighting 
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Delta State delegates destroyed the table of the electoral officials 
 

By 5:40am in the morning, Enugu delegates were called out to cast their vote. Before the election 

they had complained of about 52 lost voting cards of their delegates but in the process of voting 

an impersonator who stole cards was caught while trying to vote. Enugu delegates could identify 

themselves and they knew those that were not part of them. They caught a man and a woman 

that were not part of them who tried to vote with Enugu card. 
 

 

 

Impersonator arrested by an INEC Monitor  
 

The Election was fair and all eligible delegates were allowed to vote. There were about 40 ballot 

boxes with 20 polling booths having 2 ballot boxes in each polling booth. The voting ended by 

8:42am on the 11th December, 2014. 

An instruction leading to the SORTING, COLLATION AND COUNTING of      the      ballot     was 

announced by the Convention Planning committee Chairman who was also the Chief Returning 
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Officer. He ordered the electoral officials in front of the ballot boxes lock the ballot boxes and 

keep the keys with them. 

3.4.5 Sorting, Collating and Counting 
 
 

The sorting of the ballot began by 9am in the morning. Ballot boxes were taken from the polling 

booths to an open place where they poured into a big transparent box. 
 

 

 

All the ballot papers from the 40 ballot boxes were poured into the big transparent box 
 

After sorting, two returning officers/representatives of the aspirants were invited to come out. 

The Observer groups were also invited (a total of three were present). In the process of collation, 

five representatives of the aspirants were invited to stand behind a box that had been labeled 

with the name and picture of the aspirants they represent. 

Collation began with the members of the electoral committee; one of the electoral committee 

members picked the ballot paper and then passed it to the next person for confirmation before 

passing it to the representative of the candidate that won the ballot to put it in a box in front of 

him. It was done clearly by calling the name with a microphone and showing it for people to see. 

Counting began immediately after sorting and after the ballots of a particular aspirant to be 

counted had been poured back into the big transparent box. 

New members of the electoral committee came to replace the ones that did the collation. The 

ballots were also counted in an open manner showing them to the public before putting them into 

the box. Delegates, observer groups and other stakeholders were following the numbering from 

the officials making the counting. Any mistakes in the counting were corrected immediately by 

these stakeholders. The counting went on till  it got to the last aspirant in an alphabetical order. 
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INEC Monitors watching the sorting process 
 

 

 

Some representatives from Civil Society observer groups 
 

After the counting, the result was printed out to be announced by the Chief Returning Officer Dr. 

Kayode Fayemi. Before the announcement of the result, all the aspirants including the Party leader 

were invited to come up the stage. The result was later announced. The details are as follows: 

Table 3.4 Results of the APC Presidential Primaries 
 

S/N NAMES RESULTS 

1 Muhammadu Buhari 3,430 

2 Rabiu Kwankwaso 974 

3 Atiku Abubakar 954 

4 Rochas Okorocha 624 

5 Sam Nda-Isaiah 10 
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3.4.6 The Results 
 
 

The result of the APC Presidential Primaries can be found below: 
 

Table 3.5 Electoral Statistics of the APC Presidential Primaries 

 
Total votes cast 6,008 

Total number of valid votes cast 5,992 

Total number of invalid votes cast 16 

Total number of accredited delegates 7,214 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

The conduct of the presidential primary was relatively free, fair and credible. The event was 

extremely well organised with the result accepted by all the aspirants as they also congratulated 

the winner. 
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3.4 PVC Distribution 

The table below shows the summary of the PVC distribution just before the conduct of the 2015 
General elections. 

 

Table 3.6 Summary of PVC Distribution as of 21st March 2015 
 

5L{¢wL.¦¢Lhb hC t9wa!b9b¢ ±h¢9w{Ω CARDS 
AS AT 21ST MARCH, 2015 

 

S/N 
 

STATES 
NUMBER OF 
REGISTERED 

VOTERS 

NUMBER OF CARDS 
COLLECTED BY VOTERS 

REMARKS 
(%) 

1 ABIA 1,396,162 1,183,127 84.74 

2 ADAMAWA 1,559,012 1,381,571 88.62 

3 AKWA-IBOM 1,680,759 1,587,566 94.46 

4 ANAMBRA 1,963,173 1,658,967 84.50 

5 BAUCHI 2,054,125 1,967,081 95.76 

6 BAYELSA 610,373 548,585 89.88 

7 BENUE 2,015,452 1,607,800 79.77 

8 BORNO 1,934,079 1,407,777 72.79 

9 CROSS RIVER 1,175,623 983,968 83.70 

10 DELTA 2,275,264 1,939,952 85.26 

11 EBONYI 1,074,273 848,392 78.97 

12 EDO 1,779,738 1,230,566 68.81 

13 EKITI 732,021 522,107 71.32 

14 ENUGU 1,429,221 1,223,606 85.61 

15 FCT 881,472 569,109 64.56 

16 GOMBE 1,120,023 1,070,725 95.60 

17 IMO 1,803,030 1,707,449 94.70 
18 JIGAWA 1,831,276 1,757,658 95.98 

19 KADUNA 3,407,222 3,174,519 93.17 
20 KANO 4,975,701 4,112,039 82.64 

21 KATSINA 2,827,943 2,620,096 92.65 

22 KEBBI 1,470,648 1,372,630 93.34 

23 KOGI 1,350,883 926,013 68.55 

24 KWARA 1,142,267 889,067 77.83 

25 LAGOS 5,822,207 3,799,274 65.25 

26 NASARAWA 1,242,667 1,048,053 84.34 

27 NIGER 2,014,317 1,682,058 83.51 
28 OGUN 1,829,534 1,125,657 61.53 

29 ONDO 1,524,655 1,118,479 73.36 

30 OSUN 1,407,107 1,033,229 73.43 

31 OYO 2,415,566 1,639,967 67.89 

32 PLATEAU 2,001,825 1,508,585 75.36 

33 RIVERS 2,537,590 2,127,837 83.85 

34 SOKOTO 1,611,929 1,527,004 94.73 

35 TARABA 1,340,652 1,270,889 94.80 
36 YOBE 1,099,970 824,401 74.95 

37 ZAMFARA 1,495,717 1,435,452 95.97 
 TOTAL 68,833,476 56,431,255 81.98 
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From the table above 82% of eligible voters were able to collect their PVCs before the March, 21st 

deadline. Media reports indicated several challenges with the PVC distribution in various parts of 

the country ranging from stolen cards, late printing of cards, some INEC personnel allegedly 

requesting for payment before releasing the PVCs, inability of some voters to find their cards and 

accusations of collection by proxy in some parts of the country. However the postponement of the 

start of the elections from the 14th February to the 28th March provided a great opportunity for 

more equitable and thorough distribution of the PVCs which was the case observed. Tensions over 

PVC distribution had largely died down by the time the presidential election was conducted. 
 
 

Figure 3.3 Percentage PVC Collection based on Geo-political zone 
 
 

 

% PVC Collection Per Region Per Geo-Political Zone 

90.8 67.28 

South West 

South South 

83.69 

86.98 

South East 

North Central 

North East 

North West 

86.38 
78.44 
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Figure 3.4 Map of Nigeria showing the range of percentage distribution of Permanent ±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ 
Cards as at March 21st, 2015 

 
 
 

 

Above 90% 
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Below 60% 
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3.5 SIGNING OF PEACE ACCORDS 
 

 
All the presidential candidates signed a peace accord on January 14, 2015 now commonly referred 

to as the 'Abuja Accord'. This was a truly historic event, which set the stage for several peace 

accords being signed all over the country at various levels especially for governorship candidates. 

However with an increase in pre-election violence across the country and hate speech becoming 

more and more rampant, it became germane to have a renewal of the peace accord between the 

two leading presidential candidates. This was held on the 27th March, 2015 a day to the 

presidential election. 
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3.6 ELECTION DAY OBSERVATIONS 
 
 
RMG/CCDI a deployed over 4000 election observers with 55% of this figure being to the six- 

states in the southwestern part of the country.  RMG/CCDI observers were on the field for both 

the March 28th and April 11th elections. The observations of the RMG/CCDI  observer team for 

both elections are delineated in this section. In order to enhance understanding, the observations 

from the two election days are placed side by side so as to enable a comparative 

assessment. The observations have been put in charts, created from the filled out checklists given 

to EM observers. Summary explanations have been made for each observation to shed more 

light in a qualitative manner. 

The RMG/CCDI ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ checklist is designed to enable observers track observations before 

accreditation, during accreditation, during voting and during collation as these are the four key 

stages of the Election Day. The observations in this section will equally follow this format. 
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3.6.1 Before Accreditation 
 
 

 

 

 

The charts above clearly show that there is a strong correlation between the timing of distribution 

of election materials in the South-West on both 28th March and 11th April, 2015. The average time 

is just a differential of 30 minutes between both election days. 
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The pie charts above show that on both election days, the significant majority of polling officials 

received sufficient and required electoral materials. However, our observations show that the 

presidential and national assembly elections had a much higher percentage (double that of the 

governorship and state houses of assembly). This is a signal that the April 11th elections probably 

had better logistics preparations and execution. However across both election days specific items 

which were not provided for the polling officials concerned can be found below: 

¶ Form EC 1A 

¶ Tender ballot paper 

¶ Incident form 

¶ Result sheets 

¶ The ballot paper for house of representatives 

¶ Ink/stamp pad 

¶ Cubicle 
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Unfortunately not all polling officials were provided with ballot papers equal to the number of 

registered voters in their polling units. What this means is that if all the voters were to actually 

show up on Election Day, a number of them would be unable to vote. The governorship and state 

houses of assembly elections show many more cases of ballots being less than the registered 

voters in the polling units which is not a very positive development. It is important to note that a 

number of cases of irregularities occurred during the April 11th elections which may provide some 

form of explanation for this observation. 
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Most polling officials stated that they were provided with vehicular transport to convey them from 

the Registration Area Centres (RACs) to the polling units. It is also interesting to note that the 

seven percent of polling officials asked stated that they were not provided with transportation and 

this was the same threshold for both the March 28th and April 11th elections. 
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3.6.2 During Accreditation 
 

 

 

 
 

The first bar chart above depicts a generally much later commencement time of accreditation than 

the second chart. It was generally observed during the Presidential and NASS elections that 

accreditation started late which was a trend across the country. The reason adduced for this by 

INEC was because of a misunderstanding with the drivers of the National Union of Road Transport 

Workers (NURTW) who were commissioned to carry out the transportation of polling officials by 

INEC. It is expected that accreditation should not commence until 8am however there were 

isolated cases where accreditation commenced before this time. This was due to a significant 

turnout of voters who were ready to commence accreditation. It is however quite unfortunate 

that a number of polling units experienced very late commencement of accreditation to the extent 

of 4:50pm in a particular location. Clearly, accreditation was much more punctual during the 

governorship and SASS elections as INEC was able to address its challenges with the NURTW. 
 
 

 

Timing of commencement of accreditation in the South- 

West Geopolitical Zone during the 2015 Governorship and 

SASS Elections 

1:28pm 

Earliest 

7:48am 8:11am Average 

Latest 
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It was generally observed that security men arrived very early at most polling units across the 

south-west geopolitical zone of the country. Once again, the average arrival times were later for 

the March 28th elections than those of April 11th signifying an improvement in the second Election 

Day. In most polling units, the security agents arrived before the polling officials usually before the 

commencement of accreditation. 
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Based on the polling units observed  across the country , every polling unit had the presence of 

at least one security agent. The average for both election days is the same (two security 

agents) while the most number of security agents observed in any one polling unit was six 

during the presidential and NASS and five during the SASS. Here observations were made per 

polling unit. 
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The gender spread of security agents was almost identical on both election days. This is practical 

as the officers were in most cases posted for two elections making the gender distributing likely to 

be the same or very close. Even though the security forces are majorly dominated by males, over 

30% of officers deployed were women which are encouraging. 
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The charts above show that there were not so many security breaches recorded during the 2015 

General elections in the South-West geopolitical zone. However, the number of breaches 

observed in the governorship election was actually double that observed during the presidential 

elections. The picture below shows some suspected thugs who were apprehended at a polling unit 

in Amuwo-Odofin LGA of Lagos State during the April 11 elections. 
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Some general problems observed with the card readers in the South-West geopolitical zone during 

the 2015 General elections are as follows: 

¶ There were cases of fingerprint and even PVC rejection. The PVC rejections included cards 

brought from other polling units. 

¶ A number of finger print rejections were amongst the elderly. 

¶ There were cases of card readers not working at all. 
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¶ There were delays in using the card readers in some polling units. 

¶ Network failure. 

¶ There were cases where ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ŎŀǊŘ reader. 

¶ Some of the card reader functioned slowly and did not pick up on time. 

¶ Some card readers were not very sensitive to thumbprints. 

¶ Some card readers rejected their passwords initially 

¶ There were a few cases of low battery strength and in some instances the batteries were 

completely drained. 

¶ There was a case where the card reader did not correspond with the manual. 

¶ Some card readers stated card mismatch information. 

¶ Some of the card readers had incorrect setting. 

¶ During the governorship and SASS elections some card readers still had data from the 

March 28th elections on them. 

 

Clearly there were a number of observed issues with the card readers a number of which may not 

be listed above. However it is quite interesting to note that there was a general improvement in 

the card reader use from the March 28th to April 11th elections. Whereas 51% of PUs visited by 

Election Monitor observers during the presidential election experienced problems with their card 

readers, this figure dropped almost by half to 27% during the governorship and SASS elections. 

This shows a marked improvement and clearly means that their was greater proficiency with the 

card readers. 
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The two charts above clearly show that the number of polling units where there were observed 

cases of PVC rejection by card readers was very high during the Presidential and NASS elections 

(49%) but subsided to just 11% during the Governorship and SASS elections. It should be noted 

that these figures do not represent actual number of card readers which failed to read PVCs in 

polling units but relate to the number of PUs where these failures occurred irrespective of the 

actual number of voters involved. 
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The charts above depict a different issue than the ones in the previous page. Here the number of 

polling units which were visited by RMG/CCDI observers which experienced one or more cases 

of fingerprint rejection can clearly be seen. Once again the figure for the March 28th elections 

(63%) is much higher than that of the April 11th, 2015. Clearly it should be noted that the number 

of cases of fingerprint rejections as in the previous page to don correlate to the actual number 

of cases in each polling unit but to each polling unit where such failures occurred irrespective of 

the actual number of cases in the polling units. 
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The data above focuses on the actual number of finger print rejections recorded in each polling 

unit during the 2015 General elections as observed by RMG/CCDI observers. The two charts both 

show that the least cases of finger print rejections were zero across both elections. What this 

means is that there were a number of polling units which did not record any rejections of finger 

prints by the card readers. The highest case of finger print rejection observed during the 

presidential election was a polling unit with 216 rejections while the highest in the governorship 

and SASS elections was 192. However when the average is taken for all the polling units observed 

by the Election Monitor observation team, an average of 52 fingerprint rejections were observed 

during the Presidential and NASS elections while the average for the Governorship and SASS 

elections was 37 rejections per polling unit. Once again it shows a marked improvement in the use 

and performance of the card readers from the March 28th to the April 11th elections. 
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2015 Presidential and NASS Elections 2015 Governorship and SASS Elections 

 

   

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The logos above are for Nigerian political parties, which The Team observers witnessed with 

party agents at the various polling units across the south-western geopolitical zone of the 

country. While this list is not finite, it does represent actual observations made by CCDI/RMG 

observers. This clearly shows that most political parties do not have polling agents in the 

majority of polling units across the country. It is also clear a there was a slightly higher 

representation of party agents at the governorship and SASS elections than those of the 

presidential and NASS. 
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The charts above show the least, average and highest accreditation figures witnessed by Election 

Monitor observers in the South-West of Nigeria. It is important to note that these figures are for 

polling units and not voting points (as several voting points may make up a polling unit). It can be 

seen that the average accreditation figures were higher in the Presidential and NASS elections 

than in the governorship and SASS elections. 
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RMG/CCDI observers rated the conduct of accreditation in the polling units that they observed. 

Clearly from the charts above it can be seen that 59% of RMG/CCDI observers rated the 

accreditation exercise as very good and excellent in the presidential and NASS elections. However, 

in the governorship and SASS elections, this went up to 72% which shows a marked improvement 

and is very instructive considering the fact that they same set of observers participated in both 

elections. 
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According to INEC guidelines, accreditation is expected to end by 1:00pm. However as can be seen 

from the charts above this is not always the case. The March 28th elections had several logistics 

issues with accreditation ending in some observed poling units as late as 10:00pm. This was 

however not the case for the governorship and SASS elections where the latest time observed by 

RMG/CCDI observers for the conclusion of accreditation was 3:10pm. It is quite interesting to 

note that accreditation in some locations ended before the official time. This usually occurs when 

the voters in a particular polling unit are eager to vote and ŘƻƴΩǘ believe that any other voters 

will come for accreditation again. In such cases the voters mount pressure on the polling officers 

to   commence 

voting even the accreditation has not ended statutorily. This is an unfortunate occurrence and 

must be prevented. 
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3.6.3 During Voting 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The voting phase is ordinarily expected to commence 30 minutes after the conclusion of 

accreditation. The charts above show that voting commenced later averagely in the presidential 

and NASS elections (2:10pm) than in the governorship and SASS elections (1:34pm). However it is 

quite interesting to note that some polling units had very late start times for voting. In the 

presidential elections voting started as late as 11:30pm in a particular polling unit and 6:40pm 

during the April 11th  elections. Clearly some polling units started voting before the mandated time 

and this follows from the previous page which shows that some PUs stopped accreditation before 

1pm. 
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RMG/CCDI observers witnessed several problems with the voting process on both election days. 

These challenges are listed below: 

¶ Rowdiness of party agents who were shouting in some polling units during the voting 

exercise. 

¶ Some voters wanted to vote for their older relatives or at least accompany them to the 

voting cubicle which was resisted by polling officials. This was not unconnected to the fact 

that older some voters had difficulty in thumb printing on the ballot papers. 

¶ There were some cases where thugs were allowed to stand by the voting cubicles to 

observe how voters were casting their ballots. 

¶ Voter intimidation by political thugs was also observed in some polling units. 

¶ There were cases of small fights breaking out in some locations. 

¶ Some polling units experienced practical cases of vote buying with some representatives of 

political parties sharing money to voters in order to vote for their party. In some cases the 

voters were harassed to collect money. 

¶ There were some cases of thugs who snatched ballot boxes. 

¶ Some party agents attempted to influence voters' decisions. 

¶ In some polling units, the security agents were in a hurry to leave due to the tense 

atmosphere. 

¶ Voting was rather slow in some observed locations. 

¶ Rain disrupted the voting process as some polling stations were not located in places with 

adequate shelter. 

¶ Some polling units were short of INEC staffs. 

¶ Some polling stations witnessed improper conduct from the voters. In some cases, the 

voters refused to remain in line. In other cases, voters failed to obey INEC officials when 

asked to vacate the voting arena so voting was stopped until they compiled. 
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¶ There were some observed cases of party agents actually campaigning at polling units in 

direct contravention to INEC regulations. 

One overriding observation is that as in previous other stages of the elections mentioned earlier in 

this document, there were much fewer problems observed during voting in the April 11th elections 

than in the March 28th elections. In fact the observed cases by RMG/CCDI observers in the 

presidential and NASS elections was about double that of the governorship and SASS elections. 
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The pie-charts above show that 4% of polling units observed experienced security breaches during 

the March 28th elections while this figure almost doubled to 7% during the governorship and SASS 

elections held on April 11th, 2015. This is of some concern. 

 

Incidences of security breaches during voting in 

the South-West Geopolitical Zone during the 2015 

Governorship and SASS Elections 
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Sixty-five percent (65%) of Election Monitor observers rated the voting exercise as very good and 

excellent during the March 28th elections which is slightly less than the 68% the same observers 

rated the voting exercise during the April 11th elections. Once again the conduct of the 

governorship and SASS elections can be seen to be a bit better than that of the presidential and 

NASS elections. 
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During the presidential elections some locations were seen to have ended voting as late as 

12:00am as seen by RMG/CCDI observers. From media reports however some locations were 

clearly seen to have voted much later into the next day. The earliest time voting ended as 

observed was 3:00pm while on the average voting ended by 4:50pm during the March 28th 

Presidential and NASS elections. The earliest time voting was observed to have ended during the 

April 11th elections was 2:00pm with an average time of 4:29pm. The latest time voting was seen 

to have ended was 11:55pm. Clearly from these charts it can be seen that the governorship and 

SASS elections were completed in a timelier manner than the presidential and SASS elections, 

even though the difference is not too profound. 
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3.6.4 During Collation 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From field observations, it was clear that the INEC approved locations for collating centres were 

quite easy to locate by observers and other stakeholders on Election Day. Since these were 

basically the same for both elections, it is not surprising that in both elections observers said that 

99% of collation centres were accessible and easy to locate. 
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The charts above show that RMG/CCDI observers were of the opinion that most collation 

centres were appropriate for collation on both election days. Appropriateness here considers the 

location, ease of access, neatness, security, neutrality and illumination. 
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The pie-charts above show clearly that observers witnessed sufficient presence of security 

operatives in 86% of collation centres visited while just about 14% of collation centres were 

observed to have a below par security presence. More effort needs to be made to ensure more 

equity in the distribution of security agents at collation centres in subsequent elections. 
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2015 Presidential and NASS Elections 2015 Governorship and SASS Elections 
 
 

 

   

 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The logos above are for Nigerian political parties, which RMG/CCDI observers witnessed with 

party agents at the collation centres across the south-western geopolitical zone of the country. 

While this list is not finite, it does represent actual observations made by EM observers. This 

clearly shows that most political parties do not have polling agents in the majority of collation 

centres across the country. It is also clear a there was a slightly higher representation of party 

agents at the governorship and SASS elections than those of the presidential and NASS. 
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RMG/CCDI observers witnessed other accredited observer groups in 41% of polling units covered 

during the presidential and NASS elections while this figure dropped to just 29% of polling units 

observed in the governorship and SASS elections. It is important to note that RMG/CCDI 

observers could not possibly meet all other observer groups on the field as Election Monitor 

only covered 800 polling units in the South West geopolitical zone. The other Observer 

groups which were sighted by RMG/CCDI observers are as follows: 

¶ Good Women Association 

¶ Women elite 

¶ FOMWAN 

¶ Nigeria Bar Association 

¶ Justice and Equity 

¶ CASE 

¶ Transition Monitoring Group (TMG) 

¶ National Human Rights Commission 

¶ Reclaim Naija / Community Life Project (CLP) 

¶ JDPC / CCN 

¶ International observers (EU,UNDP,OSIWA,NDI) 

¶ Africa Progressive Organisation 

¶ Red Cross 

¶ YIAGA 

¶ Church of Nigeria 

¶ Youth Awareness 
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¶ Africa peace foundation 

¶ CDHR 

¶ Muslim society 

¶ Women Arise Change Initiative 

¶ West Africa Network of Election Observers 

¶ RISDGA 

¶ CLEEN Foundation 

¶ Africa Peace Foundation 

¶ National Orientation Agency (NAO) 

¶ NAPEN 

¶ ICPC 

¶ CODE 
 

CCDI/RMG   observers sighted several INEC Monitors in various locations across the South-West 

Geopolitical Zone. 
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CCDI/RMG ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΩ Ŏƻƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ т҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ 

covered in the South-West Geopolitical Zone during the March 28th Presidential and NASS 

elections. However this interference had to do primarily with party agents trying to commandeer 

the process or intimidate polling and/or collation officials. RMG/CCDI observers did not witness 

any such actions during the April 11th Governorship and SASS elections, which is a very positive 

development. A national example of interference during collation was the infamous efforts of 

Elder Godsday Orubebe of the Peoples Democratic Party to disrupt the collation of the 

Presidential election results, which he succeeded in for a few minutes. The picture below was 

taken while he left the entire venue and country shell- shocked. 
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3.7 Other Observations 
 

3.7.1 Observer harassment from security operatives 

 
One of the RMG/CCDI observers was harassed and had his Tablet PC seized by some heavily armed 
security officials at In front of Scotfield School, Housing Estate, Amuwo-Odofin polling unit. The 
security agents (the Nigeria Police specifically) threatened to destroy the tablet and arrest the 
observer for taking pictures of suspected political thugs who had been apprehended by a 
detachment of men of the Nigerian Military very nearby.  Even while the observer explained that 
the security men were not captured, they refused to budge. After an hour of intense back and 
forth, the Area Commander came on the scene and accepted to release the tablet but insisted he 
collect the personal details of the observer in addition to forcing the observer the delete all the 
pictures related to that polling unit. The picture below shows the observer pleading with the 
security men, which was initially falling on deaf ears. This picture was taken by a fellow 
RMG/CCDI observer who had to take off his jacket and mix in the crowd to avoid being also held 
by the Nigeria Police. The Police should not inhibit observers from making their observations 
and documenting events which can only best be proved with some form of evidence (pictures 
carry a lot of weight when making assertions about the occurrence of an event). The irony of the 
incident is that the suspected political thugs after being beaten up by some of the youths in the 
community were taken away in a suspicious manner by some Policemen which did nothing 
to build the confidence of the voters in the area. 
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3.7.2 Different coloured ballot boxes 

Because of the combination of different elections on the same day, INEC had to make provision for 

ballot boxes of different colours to ensure that voters were not confused while casting their 

ballots. During the March 28th election, the red ballot box was used for the Presidential, the black 

for the Senatorial and Green for the House of Representatives. During the April 11th elections, the 

Red was used for the Governorship while the black for the State House of Assembly. Observations 

showed that in most cases this did not pose a significant problem to the voters, even the less 

literate ones. However one key observation was that there was some sort of bandwagon effect, 

especially in the rural communities where electorate were seen casting ballots for the same party 

for all elective positions in a number of cases. There were not so many in such communities that 

would vote one party for one position and another party for another position. This actually lead to 

some sort of bandwagon effect making the popular party in the area win at almost all levels of the 

elections. 
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3.7.3 Camaraderie from some party representatives 

 
It was good to see that after much tension and brickbats 

some political party agents laughed over the elections 

and saw reason to let sleeping dogs lie. The adjacent 

picture shows Elder Godsday Orubebe of the PDP and Dr 

Hakeem Baba Ahmed of the APC exchang ing 

pleasantries in the National Collation Centre on the 

evening of the same day, the PDP Party Representative 

attempted to scuttle the presidential results collation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.7.4 Presentation of certificates of return to the President-elect and Vice President-elect 

 
The International Conference Centre (ICC) was the venue for the collation of the presidential 

results and also the location where the President-elect and Vice-President elect were presented 

with their certificates of return. The picture below shows the President-elect, General 

Muhammadu Buhari and Vice-President Elect, Professor Yemi Osibajo leaving the ICC shortly after 

the end of the certificate presentation ceremony. 
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3.7.5 Provision of chairs, tables etc for ease of voters 
 

Some polling units, especially in the upper scale parts of some states had canopies, chairs, tables 

etc provided for the comfort of voters. The picture below was taken in Lekki, Lagos State shows 

that a local bank (First Bank) even provided its black demarcate   material which help to create 

order in the bank to serve the same purpose at the polling unit. 

 

 

 
 

3.7.6 Provision of free food, ice-cream, to voters, security agents and polling officials 
 

Some polling units also in the Lekki, Area were providing free food, barbeque and even exotic ice- 

cream to all and sundry. When asked about the sponsor of these delicacies RMG/CCDI 

observers were told that it was a community effort which on closer examination seemed to be 

some somewhat incredulous. In this particular polling unit, the polling agents were very 

uncooperative with the RMG/CCDI observers even trying to hide the accreditation register and 

avoid answering questions. They however enjoyed the refreshments provided freely for them by 

the ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ 

 

 


